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yet tradition, custom, and law preserve the life of
these veteranSj and make us feel unwilling to part
with them. But in the ever-shifting state of a
nomadic society no debased coin can be tolerated in
language, no obscure legend accepted on trust. The
metal must be pure, and the legend distinct; that the
one may be weighed, and the other, if not deciphered,
at least recognised as a well-known guarantee. Hence
the small proportion of irregular forms in all agglu-
tinative languages.1

A Turanian might tolerate the Sanskrit

as-mi,  a-si,         as-ti,   's-mas,    's-tlia,   's-anti,
I am,     tliou art,   he is,   we are,      you are,  they are;

or even the Latin

's-um,     e-s,            es-t,     5su~mus,    es-tis,      'sunt.

In these instances, with a few exceptions, root
and affix are as distinguishable as, for instance, in
Turkish:

bakar-im, I regard, bakar-iz, we regard,
	bakar-sin, thou regardest, bakar- siniz, you regard,
	bakar, he regards. bakar-lar? they regard.

But a conjugation like the Hindustani, which is a
modern Aryan dialect,

hun, hai, hai, ham, ho, bain,

would not be compatible with the original genius of
the Turanian languages, because it would not answer
the requirements of a nomadic life. Turanian dialects
exhibit either no terminational distinctions at all,

1 The Abbe* Molina states that the language of Chili is entirely free
from irregular forms (Du Ponceau, Mtmoire, p. 90).
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